The Other Press, March 12, 2013 by unknown

Get your revenge
Letter from the Editor:
I have a confession to make: much like half the extras on The Walking Dead, I’ve been shuffling around like a 
zombie. While I’m not on the hunt for flesh and brains, my 
heart has been cold, black, and unbeating for longer than I 
can remember. And I’m fucking sick of torturing myself.
Over the course of my life, I have been plagued by a 
syndrome I like to call “nervous-nice-girl disease,” wherein 
I pretend that I don’t mind being walked all over, and then 
cry about it later. The problem with this is that being too 
nice to say anything when people do you wrong leads to 
more and more wrongdoing—because people assume that 
you can take it and that it’s not a big deal. Over time, this 
eats away at you until you’re so full of resentment and 
bitterness beneath a facade of forced kindness that you 
become, as I said, somewhat undead.
Last week, I took several days to be off the grid and re-
assess if my life was worth fighting for; with the crushing 
pressures of living temporarily displaced from my 
shoulders, I realized that it is—just not how I’ve been living 
it.
Anger and resentment might feel (and, like, probably are) 
totally justified, but it’s not worth the toll it takes on you. If 
someone’s done you wrong, holding onto the pain will only 
hurt you in the long run. Even if it’s frustrating, even if 
it’s not your fault, you have to let it go. As George Herbert 
famously said, “living well is the best revenge.” Get yours.
Sharon Miki
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Campuses celebrate  women 
and the community
By Sophie Isbister, 
Life & Style Editor
Because the Douglas College Women’s Centre 
had so many reasons to 
celebrate, they decided to 
take a whole week instead of 
just a day. 
Shila Avissa, a student 
staff member of the 
Women’s Centre, organized 
the five-day series of events, 
consisting of a poster 
display at both the New 
Westminster and David 
Lam campus, as well as 
two workshops and a self-
defence class. The week of 
festivities culminated in a 
shoe sale and collection of 
information tables in the 
New Westminster concourse 
on March 8, the official date 
for International Women’s 
Day.
Avissa told The Other 
Press: “The goal for this 
event is to get everyone 
together, everyone from 
the campus and from the 
community…to make a 
solid statement that this is a 
celebration. [Women have] 
come so far and we need to 
fight still.”
The March 8 event in 
the concourse included 
tables from the Douglas 
Students’ Union (DSU), 
the DSU Pride Club, the 
Feminists for Gender 
Equality Club, the Building 
Energy and Resource 
Management program, 
and a representative of 
the Women’s Studies and 
Gender Relations Associate 
of Arts Degree program. 
The shoe sale featured 
several tables full of second 
hand footwear for both men 
and women, being sold for 
prices between $2 and $8. 
Holly Perkins, a student 
assistant at the Women’s 
Centre, spoke highly about 
the success of the shoe sale: 
“It’s been going very well, 
it’s been steady the whole 
time. All day there’s been 
people coming through.” 
She added that a woman 
even exchanged the shoes 
she was wearing on her feet 
for a new pair from the sale. 
Perkins, who attended 
the Thursday workshop on 
human trafficking and the 
sex trade industry, spoke 
about the awareness she 
gained from attending the 
event: “It could be someone 
you know or someone who 
looks like you who gets 
lured into the trade. It’s not 
just something that happens 
somewhere else,” she told 
us.
Jeanelle Davies, the 
Women’s Liaison for the 
DSU, was glad to see 
a large turnout at the 
March 8 concourse event. 
“Events like these are a 
really good way to start a 
conversation,” she said. 
“It’s a nice way at the very 
least to bring awareness and 
start a conversation about 
women’s issues around the 
world. We’ve had a lot of 
really good, meaningful 
conversations today about 
childcare,” she added, 
saying that childcare is one 
of the largest issues facing 
women. 
Judy Darcy, New 
Democratic Party MLA 
candidate for New 
Westminster, was in 
attendance at the event 
and agreed with Davies 
on the childcare issue, 
stating that it’s a priority 
for the NDP: “It seems 
like there’s been a whole 
rebirth of activities around 
women’s issues [and] 
equality issues at Douglas 
College. I’m thrilled to 
come and be part of it and 
meet people.” Darcy spoke 
positively about Douglas 
College’s role as a hub for 
the community and for 
young people, and added 
that reinstating grants and 
addressing inequality was a 
top priority for party leader 
Adrian Dix. 
The sprawling 
events and far reach of 
International Women’s 
Week touched students 
across the campus and 
created a legacy to help 
female students in the 
future. Avissa mentioned 
that all the funds from the 
shoe sale will be contributed 
to the single parent bursary, 
a fund offered by Douglas 
to single parent students, an 
initiative that has long been 
supported by the Women’s 
Centre. 
If you’re interested in 
women’s issues, there are 
several ways to get involved 
on campus. The Pride 
Centre in the DSU is open 
to all LGBTQ and allies, 
the Women’s Centre is 
open to all self-identifying 
women, and there are also 
classes that you can take at 
Douglas College.
www.theotherpress.ca
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Weekly geopolitical events 
By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
Africa: (Kenya) Tensions 
heightened in the Kenyan 
presidential race last week 
between Uhuru Kenyatta and 
his key rival Prime Minister 
Raila Odinga. Of the 14 million 
eligible voters in Kenya, roughly 
70 per cent turned out for the 
national election. Although 
Kenyetta is suggesting that the 
slow process of counting the 
final votes may spoil ballots, 
many see the election as a test 
of the country’s democratic 
practices. During Kenya’s 
last national election in 2007, 
upwards of 1,000 people died in 
violent clashes that politically 
divided the East African state.
North America: (United States) 
236,000 jobs were created in 
the United States last month, 
a figure well above what the 
US Department of Labor had 
estimated. Figures from the 
federal department also show 
that unemployment had dropped 
to a low of 7.7 per cent, a first 
for the country since 2008. 
According to the New York 
Times, the nation’s construction 
industry saw the largest amount 
of growth with 48,000 new 
jobs being created while public 
servant positions fell by 10,000. 
American economists are 
predicting that unemployment 
could fall below seven per cent 
by the end of 2013. 
Latin & South America: 
(Venezuela) Tens of thousands 
of mourners gathered in the 
Venezuelan capital of Caracas to 
attend Hugo Chavez’s funeral 
last Friday. The 58-year-old 
president of Venezuela passed 
away last week after a long 
battle with lung cancer and 
other respiratory ailments. The 
country will hold elections in 
less than a month to determine 
who will become the next 
president of Venezuela. 
Chavez’s body will be preserved 
and placed on display for an 
indefinite period of time in a 
national military museum in 
Caracas.
Asia- Central & South: 
(Maldives) Former Maldives 
president Mohamed Nasheed 
was arrested last week by police 
in the archipelago nation after 
failing to make a court date in 
Malé, Maldives capital. Nasheed 
is accused of illegally detaining 
a judge during his final weeks in 
power. Nasheed was forced out 
of power at gunpoint last year 
during protests, which included 
a police mutiny. Three hundred 
and thirty thousand people live 
in the small state, located 700 
km southwest of Sri Lanka. The 
country has been predominately 
ruled by an authoritarian 
government since the late 1960s.
Europe: (Bulgaria) Thousands 
of Bulgarians have staged 
protests resulting in civil unrest 
across the country. Since early 
February, protests have sprung 
against political leaders and 
social problems, such as poverty 
and heightened costs for basic 
utilities owned by nationalized 
monopolies. Bulgarians 
celebrated the country’s 135th 
Liberation Day, a national 
holiday that celebrates 
independence from the Ottoman 
Empire last Sunday. Organizers 
who staged rallies on the 
national day asked Bulgarians to 
carry out protests in a peaceful 
and non-violent manner. The 
Baltic state is considered to 
be the poorest country in the 
European Union, with its GDP 
measured at $51 billion. 
Middle East: (West Bank) 
The two “Palestinian only” 
bus lines launched by Israel’s 
transport ministry were met 
by violent protests in the West 
Bank last week, with two of 
the designated buses being 
lit on fire by suspected anti-
segregation activists. While the 
Israeli government claims the 
purpose of the bus lines are to 
reduce fares for Palestinians 
working in Israel, media sources 
in the Jewish state have reported 
that Israeli settlers in the West 
Bank view the sharing of public 
transportation with Palestinians 
as a security threat to them. 
World Recap: March 1-8
 Hugo Chavez’s Funeral | Photo courtesy of www.venezuelaaldia.com 
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Tuesday, March 12
Top Girls Talkback 
Performance, 7:30 p.m.
The Douglas College’s Stagecraft 
and Theatre departments will 
be presenting Top Girls in the 
New Westminster fourth-floor 
studio theatre, as well as a 
post-show discussion with 
the cast. Student, alumni, and 
seniors tickets are priced at 
$8 and general admission at 
$12. Tickets available via Massey 
Theatre at 604-521-5050 or tickets.
masseytheatre.com.
Wednesday, March 13
Literature Alive presents Brad 
Cran, 6:30 p.m.
Vancouver’s first poet laureate, 
Brad Cran, will conduct a 
reading at the New Westminster 
campus in room 1808. This 
free event marks the release of 
Cran’s new poetry collection, Ink 
on Paper, available on March 15. 
Top Girls Performance, 7:30 
p.m.
Tickets available via Massey 
Theatre at 604-521-5050 or tickets.
masseytheatre.com.
David Lam Campus Career Fair 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Douglas students keen on 
networking, meeting, and 
hoping to work for many 
notable businesses and 
organizations in British 
Columbia should bring 
professional clothing, their 
resumé, and cover letter to 
the David Lam atrium on 
Wednesday. The event is hosted 
by the alumni association, and 
booths representing BC Hydro, 
the RCMP, Paladin Security, Sun 
Life Financial, the RBC, and 20 
other employers will be waiting 
for Douglas students’ resumés.
Thursday, March 14
Dougie’s Got Talent! Thursday 
5:30 p.m. 
Come vote on which of the 12 
finalists of Dougie’s Got Talent 
is the best. The show begins 
at 6:00 p.m. and features The 
Other Press’s distinguished Eric 
Wilkins. Free soft beverages 
will be provided and over$1000 
of cash prizes are to be had for 
contestants and plenty of door 
prizes available for attendees.
Top Girls Performance, 7:30 
p.m. Tickets available via Massey 
Theatre at 604-521-5050 or tickets.
masseytheatre.com.
Friday, March 15
Top Girls Performance, 7:30 
p.m.
Tickets available via Massey 
Theatre at 604-521-5050 or tickets.
masseytheatre.com.
Blue Window Opening Night, 
7:30 p.m.
Douglas Stagecraft and Theatre 
departments present the 
opening night of Craig Lucas’ 
Blue Window in the Laura C. 
Muir Performing Arts Theatre 
on the fourth floor of the New 
Westminster Campus. Students, 
alumni, and seniors tickets 
are priced at $8 and general 
admission at $12. Tickets available 
via Massey Theatre at 604-521-
5050 or tickets.masseytheatre.com.
Saturday, March 16
Top Girls Final Talkback 
Performance, 2:00 p.m.
Tickets available via Massey 
Theatre at 604-521-5050 or tickets.
masseytheatre.com.
Top Girls Closing Performance, 
7:30 p.m.
Tickets available via Massey 
Theatre at 604-521-5050 or tickets.
masseytheatre.com.
Blue Window Performance, 7:30 
p.m.
Tickets available via Massey 
Theatre at 604-521-5050 or tickets.
masseytheatre.com.
If you would like your event to 
be listed here, email us at news@
theotherpress.ca
This Week at Douglas: March 12-18
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DSU handbook design 
contest garners little 
interest from students
By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
The Douglas Students’ Union (DSU) campaign earlier this 
semester meant for students 
to show off their artistic skills 
in creating and designing the 
DSU handbook cover art for the 
2013/2014 year has received less 
interest than anticipated.
According to the DSU, only 
four submissions were received 
by the deadline last Friday, 
and they are unsure if they 
will be extending the deadline 
or use any of the art that was 
submitted to them. A person 
speaking for the DSU also said 
of the few submissions received, 
the majority did not follow the 
basic guidelines of the contest or 
show any real signs of creativity 
they were expecting to see.
The winner of the contest 
was eligible to receive $200 cash, 
as well as bragging rights of 
having their art displayed on 
their school’s agenda cover. 
According to the DSU’s 
Facebook “a painting, drawing 
or other media could be 
submitted as is to the DSU office 
at either campus.”
“The artwork can be 
designed as a cover with the text 
and/or logo part of the design, 
or it can be a piece of artwork 
to which DSU designers would 
add the necessary text,“ read the 
description.
The DSU notified all 
students about the contest 
through the myDouglas email 
system at the beginning of 
February, as well as advertised 
for it on their Facebook page 
and on posters throughout the 
school.
If any students are still 
interested in the contest at this 
point, they can go to the DSU’s 
Facebook page or website or 
email the DSU’s Executive 
Director, Tim Rattell, at 
executivedirector@dsu18.ca.
Camp for cancer-affected 
children looking for 
summer help
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
The Canadian Cancer Society’s (CCS) acclaimed summer 
camp for cancer-affected children 
and teens is looking for camp 
counselors, nannies, lifeguards, 
and other volunteers for the 2013 
Camp Goodtimes season, the 
camp’s 28th year of operation. 
Located on the Loon Lake in 
Maple Ridge, the camp offers 
thorough training to the few 
hundred volunteers that help 
run operations during the seven 
sessions, running through July to 
mid-August.
Many of the positions 
available to volunteers can be 
directly related and applicable to 
programs at Douglas College. 
“Being at Camp Goodtimes 
would be great for students in 
[programs like] Therapeutic 
Recreation, Early Childhood 
Education, Child and Youth 
Care, Nursing, or Social Service 
Worker,” said Nathania Lo, 
former volunteer engagement 
coordinator of the CCS. The camp 
considers previous volunteer or 
employment experience with 
children to be an asset to eligibility 
for all positions. Volunteers work 
with children aged six to 15 and, 
in certain sessions, their families.
“Volunteers are a huge part of 
the Camp Goodtimes experience,” 
said Lo. “We rely on well-trained 
and friendly volunteers to make 
every camp session memorable, 
as well as safe and secure. Camp 
Goodtimes volunteers work 
together to make sure all of our 
campers have the best time every 
time they come to camp.”
The camp is also searching 
to fill a few full-time, summer-
long, paid staff positions for more 
experienced and professional 
applicants. A waterfront 
supervisor, camper experience 
director, operations supervisor, 
and program director are 
currently being sought after for 
the 2013 season.
Camp Goodtimes first ran 
in 1985 and has since grown to 
provide a safe camping experience 
for over 600 children affected 
by cancer or in bereavement of 
cancer victim siblings. The camp 
is accredited by both the British 
Columbia Camping Association 
and the Canadian Association of 
Pediatric Oncology Camps.
Over 12,000 British 
Columbians and Yukoners 
volunteer their time with the 
CCA’s BC-Yukon chapter. 
Volunteers staff major events 
like the renowned Relay for Life 
and do door-to-door canvassing 
to help fundraise the non-profit 
group. Nationwide, the CCA 
claims over 170,000 volunteers.
Successful applicants for 
Camp Goodtimes are required to 
be available the weekend of June 
15-16 for overnight orientation 
and training. Application forms 
are available at http://www.
campgoodtimes.org/contact/
application-forms.
Agenda art talent atrophy
Goodtimes seeks Douglas volunteers
Photo courtesy of www.campgoodtimes.org
Campus lighting more 
energy efficient
By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
Students at the New Westminster campus may 
have noticed brighter hallways 
at school as Douglas College 
facilities services have been busy 
over the past year upgrading 
ceiling and light fixtures 
throughout the campus. The 
job was last undertaken over 30 
years ago. 
Facilities manager Louie 
Girotto estimates roughly 
2,700 ceiling tiles have been 
installed to over 3,200 square 
metres of ceiling throughout the 
campus—enough tiles to cover 
almost half the playing surface 
of an American football field. 
“The old acoustic tiles were 
dirty and sagging due to dust, 
humidity, and age,” Girotto said. 
“As the project is still underway, 
we’re not certain on the final 
quantity of ceiling tiles. We will 
need to wait until the project is 
complete [as] we added to some 
areas missed during the original 
design.” 
Facilities were able to 
salvage most of the existing 
aluminium grid that holds the 
tiles in place, which significantly 
reduced project costs. The 
replacements began in 2011 on 
levels three and four. On top 
of replacing the tiles, all of the 
fluorescent lighting has been 
replaced by more modern and 
energy efficient fixtures that use 
a third less energy while lit. 
“The existing fluorescent 
fixtures were still using T-12 
tubes and their plastic light 
fixture lenses were brittle or 
broken and replacements were 
not available due to their age, so 
we replaced them with the new 
T-8 fixtures,” Girotto said. “With 
the fixtures, we were able to 
optimize the layout to distribute 
light better and in addition, 
we will also be controlling the 
corridor lights in the new areas 
via motion sensors that will 
turn off corridor lights where 
there is no pedestrian traffic 
[and] emergency lights will still 
be lit so students don’t need a 
flashlight if there is a blackout.” 
In addition to the ceiling 
and light fixtures, facilities 
services found several points of 
water ingress into the building 
under the concrete floors at the 
east entrance into the concourse 
and next to the east entrance 
on the third floor. Contractors 
resealed cracks in the concrete 
with tar adhesives and modified 
floor drains in the areas to 
combat future water issues. 
 
New West campus undergoes ceiling and lighting renovations
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Caryl Churchill’s ‘Top 
Girls’ ponders feminism 
and femininity 
By Adam Tatelman, Contributor 
These days, “feminist” is a word that gets thrown 
around like it were an 
accusation. While there are some 
radically opinionated man-
haters in the world (let’s accept 
that stereotypes are inspired 
by vocal minorities), it would 
be a colossal mistake to classify 
Caryl Churchill’s decidedly 
pro-feminist magnum opus Top 
Girls as propaganda for the so-
called “ball-busters.” We must 
remember that the roots of the 
movement came from a desire 
for equality, just as the other 
contemporary movements of 
the ‘60s and ‘70s championed 
racial and homosexual rights. 
Top Girls invites us to consider 
that, despite the progress we’ve 
made towards that ideal, the 
experience of being a woman 
is still fundamentally different 
from that of being a man; that 
gender politics are only less 
visible today than in years 
gone by, yet no less common; 
throughout history, successful 
women have been forced 
to sacrifice things for their 
prosperity that men never have.
I can talk philosophy until 
we both fall asleep, but none 
of it means anything without 
the context of this performance. 
The adaptation of the play to 
the Douglas College stage is a 
thought-provoking one, as this 
wall of text attests. I thought 
something was going wrong 
when I heard the sound booth’s 
cues before the first act began; 
however, there was a reason for 
this. According to comments 
by director Claire Fogal, the 
performance took cues from 
the somewhat surreal theatre 
of German playwright Bertolt 
Brecht; the play—dreamlike and 
already non-chronological—
breaks its own fragile illusion 
of reality by allowing set and 
costume change in plain sight, 
making the stagehands part of 
the act. Historically, the point of 
this was to allow the audience 
to become emotionally attached 
to the events of the play and 
then shatter their catharsis, 
instead encouraging them to 
become critical observers and 
consider the reasons for the 
tragedy instead of just crying 
over it. Brecht (and Fogal, 
it seems) wants us to leave 
the theatre with the intent to 
change the order of things. 
Unconventional? Yes. Effective? 
Definitely. 
Although the second act 
of the play shares the surreal 
qualities of the opening dream 
sequence, Marlene’s (Meghan 
Sommerville) slumberland 
dinner party reaches a sublime 
level of simple yet surreal visual 
spectacle. Projections against the 
set fade in and out, morphing 
the setting like a plant growing 
in fast-forward. A restaurant 
becomes a sea voyage becomes 
a campfire becomes the mouth 
of Hell, as both the dream and 
the dreamer reach a chaotic 
fever pitch. I give major props 
to the Department of Stagecraft 
for taking us into the troubled 
mind of Marlene by way of the 
Salvador Dali express. 
When the chronology of 
a play is written deliberately 
out of order and a third of 
it is a symbolic dream, the 
performances must be able to 
string us along for the journey. 
In a Wizard of Oz-esque spin, 
each actor pulls double duty in 
both the dream realm and the 
waking world. Coworkers and 
family members fade in and 
out of their personas, becoming 
famous feminist figures such as 
Pope Joan (Laura Genshoreck), 
Isabella Bird (Paula Broderick), 
Dull Gret (Fatima Namatovu), 
Patient Griselda (Nadia 
Bordignon), Lady Nijo (Angie 
Hennig), and one symbolic, 
sisterly Waitress (Stephanie 
Webb). Watching each actor 
change their voice, body, and 
character on stage in the span of 
seconds was a treat unto itself. 
Each character, while sharing 
similar tragedies to Marlene, is 
distinct and well individualized. 
Their stories are unique, and 
yet they are all part of the same 
point of view.
Caryl Churchill and Claire 
Fogal want us to consider the 
conditions and traditions that 
force us all to be a certain way 
and ask, “Why not change?” 
I saw Top Girls and now I’m 
asking that question, and if 
I can inspire one person to 
see this performance and get 
curious themselves, then I will 
be content in the fact that I’m 
working towards a solution. 
(That’s your cue).
Girls on top
‘Whose Line is it 
Anyway?’ makes a return
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
I remember in the distant past, when it was still 
somewhat acceptable to have 
a set of bunny ears perched 
above the television and the 
few grainy channels that came 
through were barely worth 
watching, there was a certain 
magical program. A program 
where everything was made 
up and its points didn’t matter. 
A perfect blend of improv, 
music, and innuendo that my 
innocent mind had yet to fully 
comprehend, known as Whose 
Line Is It Anyway?
And then, before I knew it, 
it was gone. With my snowy 
television options limited, I 
was cast into the Dark Ages 
of having to put up with 
the disturbingly unfunny 
America’s Funniest Home Videos. 
But last week, a beaming ray 
of broadcasting brilliance cut 
through the comedy smog 
and delivered news of the 
resurrection of that childhood 
memory; Whose Line? would 
be making a comeback.
After my initial squeals 
of excitement, I had a horrible 
thought creep into my mind: 
who would the cast be 
comprised of? A dash to my 
computer led me to the news 
that Drew Carey was gone, 
but Colin Mochrie, Ryan Stiles, 
and Wayne Brady were all 
returning (sigh of relief).
However, as wonderful 
as it is to hear that 75 per 
cent of the show’s regulars 
are going to be a part of 
the reincarnation, I have a 
slight difficulty with the host 
not being Carey. While he 
obviously didn’t play as large 
a part in the laughs, as the 
“moderator” he was integral 
to the success of the program. 
No matter how few actual 
contributions he/she has to 
make, a great host is key—and 
you really can’t beat a funny 
fat man in comedy. For that 
reason, I have a terrible fear 
that the new host, Aisha Tyler, 
will ruin the show for me.
I have no issue with Tyler 
as a person, but I can’t stand 
her in comedy. I don’t find her 
funny, and I find her stand-up 
routines atrocious. Sometimes 
I wish she were more offensive 
so there would at least be some 
shock value, but sadly, no. All 
the more perplexing is that 
Drew Carey reportedly knew 
nothing about the popular 
improv program finding its 
way back onto the boob tube. 
Despite it all, people 
should be excited at getting 
a chance to watch Whose Line 
Is It Anyway? again. Carey or 
no Carey, the core of the star 
performers is still there and 
ceaseless mirth can’t be far 
behind. Look for the show to 
air with what is said to be a 
new 10-episode season on The 
CW this summer. 
BACK: Nadia Bordignon, Stephanie Webb, Fatima Namatovu, Meghan Somerville, and Angie Hennig.
FRONT: Laura Genschorek and Paula Broderick | Photo courtesy of Alvin Lescano
Do the kings of improv need a queen?
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By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer 
Not every graduating student at Elgin Park 
Secondary had an opportunity 
to direct a school play. But Katie 
Doyle did—and she remembers 
it well. “It was an interesting 
experience,” she says, carefully 
searching for the words to 
describe the strenuous and 
pleasurable task. “I’m glad my 
first chance to direct was with 
a bunch of [eighth and ninth-
graders] and not professionals.
“It was a great learning 
experience for all,” she adds and 
smiles.
Although Doyle is currently 
a full-time theatre student, 
she didn’t always consider 
the performing arts as a career 
choice. Up until grade 12, she 
was considering a profession 
as a marine biologist. But after 
taking a large part in extra 
curricular activities in high 
school, the bug bit and she 
developed a lasting passion 
for all aspects of theatre, and 
refused to limit herself in any 
area. “Right now, I want to do 
anything and everything to get 
into the business, including 
tech-work,” she says with an 
ambitious gleam. “I love reading 
and writing. I would love to 
be a writer and be a part of the 
publishing world. I definitely 
want to pursue that as well.” 
Whatever her circumstances 
end up being, Doyle knows that 
it will be a rollercoaster ride, just 
like the life of her character in 
Blue Window, Libby. “She’s just 
trying to keep it together and get 
back in the groove,” she explains 
Libby’s predicament (without 
any spoilers). “Her childhood 
was very scandalous, despite 
coming from a rich family. 
Something really good happens, 
and something really bad 
happens and… it completely 
shatters her world.” 
The character of Libby 
and Doyle herself are two very 
different people. But that is 
what gives her a thrill in acting: 
by unconsciously discovering 
the thoughts and behaviours 
that relate to the character. “In 
rehearsal I catch myself in a 
‘Katie’ moment, and then be, no 
wait—that is Libby, we just have 
the same reaction. It’s interesting 
finding those moments.” 
But it’s not all pleasant; 
there were times when Doyle 
found herself panicking. In a 
musical performance of Chicago, 
she played a reporter with her 
hair in a nice little bun. The 
scene was to end with a dance 
number, and while dancing, 
Doyle felt the butterfly clip in 
her hair weakening and then 
giving up and dropping to the 
floor. “I hear it on the ground,” 
she says, with a sense of fright 
still in her voice to this day, “and 
I still have to keep dancing, but 
I was glancing around… ‘Where 
did it go? Where did it go?’” 
Unable to find it, she continued 
with the scene, making it onto 
the spotlight for her lines. “I 
was just freaking out,” she said, 
“because I knew there was a 
big dance number coming up 
next.” Fearful that her castmates 
would step on her clip, she ran 
off the stage and found the stage 
manager and told her the clip 
fell. “There was a moment of 
blackness,” she said, “I don’t 
know how she found it, but 
nobody died.” 
Crisis was averted, but there 
would always be uncontrollable 
circumstances and struggles. 
With her stability in 
consideration, she tries to focus 
on the aspects she can control: 
pleasing herself and the people 
that care about her. “They are a 
little bit hesitant,” said Doyle, 
describing her parents’ reaction 
to her pursuits. “But they know 
how much I love it and how 
passionate I am. They know that 
it is what I want.”
The Douglas Profile: Kaitlyn “Katie” Doyle (Actor)
Marc Arboleda talks with 
us about ‘Blue Window’
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
The first Douglas play of the season, Top Girls, completes 
its run this week—and what 
a week it’ll be! Following this 
marvelous performance will 
be full week’s run of Douglas’ 
next theatre show, Blue Window. 
Taking place in the Laura C. 
Muir Performing Arts Theatre 
at the New West campus, Blue 
Window tells the story of several 
Manhattan-dwellers joining 
each other for a dinner party. 
The art of conversation is the 
focus of this show, and what 
better ode to Blue Window than 
with an interview from director 
Deborah Neville’s dramaturge, 
Marc Arboleda?
How did you get involved on 
working with Deborah and 
Blue Window? How has the 
experience been?
Marc Arboleda: I had 
the pleasure of working 
with Deborah last fall on a 
production of The Rez Sisters, 
here at Douglas College. 
Working with her was great fun, 
and another meeting of minds 
felt right. When I had heard 
that Deborah was to direct Blue 
Window in the spring of 2013 I 
couldn’t pass on the opportunity 
to work with her again, as 
well as to contribute to the 
production of Blue Window. I am 
grateful that she had welcomed 
me onboard, and I hasten to add 
that it’s been a privilege to be 
once again in good company.
Can you tell us anything on 
the decision to go with Blue 
Window? Why so?
As a matter of practical 
necessity, the choice of plays 
is largely dependent on the 
available resources of the 
college (i.e. performance space, 
costumes, set requirements, etc.) 
and the number of students 
available to perform in the 
production. Naturally, Deborah 
has her artistic and personal 
reasons for choosing to do Blue 
Window. Though I am not privy 
to those reasons—nor need I 
be—I must say that doing this 
play, here, now, feels timely.
How has the semester been 
thus far?
Well, it’s drawing to a close 
much too soon. The work is 
enlivening, and the atmosphere 
of the rehearsal room can often 
be among the richest. More, the 
play’s particular lyricism, I must 
say, holds me. Sentiments easily 
expressed, perhaps, given that I 
don’t have final exams to stress 
over!
What do you want viewers to 
get out of seeing Blue Window?
Hopefully, viewers will go home 
with a feeling of satisfaction in 
having come to see our play. 
I quite enjoyed working on it, 
and I’d be happy if viewers 
found some enjoyment, too. 
Aesthetically, I would like 
viewers to leave the theatre 
with more questions about Blue 
Window than they had upon 
entering it… that they might 
leave the theatre wanting to 
know more about the characters 
they had just met… to wish to 
spend more time with them.
Blue Window will be showing at 
the college starting this Friday, 
March 15 until next Saturday, 
March 23 (please check the 
Douglas College Theatre website 
for ticket details). So come show 
your fellow students—and 
school—support by enjoying 
what is sure to be a spectacular 
show.
Katie Doyle  | Photo courtesy of Elliot Chan
Where there’s a ‘Window,’ there’s a way
Whatever her circumstances end up being, Doyle 
knows that it will be a rollercoaster ride, just like 
the life of her character in Blue Window, Libby. 
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We review the new 
‘Tomb Raider’ game
By Steven Cayer, Contributor
Since 1996, Lara Croft has been an iconic empowered 
woman within video games 
(and to a lesser extent, an 
example in film). On March 5, 
she made arguably her most 
epic return, reprising her role 
in the new and rebooted Tomb 
Raider, largely developed 
by Crystal Dynamics and 
published by Square Enix. This 
game can be described in just 
a few words: character-driven, 
visceral, realistic, exciting, and 
fantastic—okay, so maybe more 
than a few.
Tomb Raider takes you 
through Lara’s first-ever 
expedition to the mythical 
island of Yamatai, near Japan. 
While at sea, her ship crashes 
due to a terrible storm, and 
Lara is then thrown into many 
different situations that make 
her drastically change her ways 
into the Lara Croft we know 
today.
The game does an amazing 
job at making you care about 
Lara, from the second you see 
her all the way through the 
game; from her first tomb to her 
first kill. The first kill is probably 
the most memorable part of 
this game, as it should be. One 
thing that made this experience 
even greater was the voice 
actor playing Lara, Camilla 
Luddington. 
If you skip all of the 
different collectibles, the main 
game will take you roughly 10 
hours, although I recommend 
that you don’t skip them. 
There are four types: treasure 
maps, GPS caches, relics, and 
documents. Documents give 
you a vast background on 
everything, from the survivors’ 
diaries to worship of the 
Sun Queen, Himiko. It also 
wouldn’t be a Tomb Raider game 
without relics that relate to past 
inhabitants of the island, and 
the GPS caches are basically 
just watches. During the course 
of the game, Lara gets a bigger 
arsenal to help get certain 
collectables, like the rope arrow.
The gameplay combines 
stealth and cover-based gunplay, 
with which you will need to 
choose between. You can also 
salvage food for yourself and 
parts to buy upgrades for your 
weapons at every campfire. 
When bad guys are near, Lara 
automatically crouches when 
she’s near low cover or behind 
corners, which I found really 
easy to get used to. 
By now you’re probably 
wondering why I didn’t give 
this game a perfect score. Co-
developers Eidos Montral 
thought it’d be a good idea 
if they added an online 
multiplayer mode to the game—
which was actually not a good 
idea. The multiplayer consists 
of four game modes; “Rescue” 
(basically capture the flag), 
“Free for all,” “Cry for Help” 
(basically headquarters), and 
“Team Deathmatch.” They all 
feel pretty bland and boring, 
especially with only five maps 
as of now. 
That about sums up 
the whole game. It was an 
experience like no other, and I 
will always remember the day 
survivor and raider Lara Croft 
was born.
We review ‘Oz the 
Great and Powerful’
By Jacki Mameli, Contributor
Hollywood is filled with sequels and prequels, with 
the latest being Disney’s Oz the 
Great and Powerful, a prequel to 
the classic 1939 film The Wizard 
of Oz. Sam Raimi directs a cast of 
big names in an effort to entice 
filmgoers to follow the yellow 
brick road once again. 
The beginning of the film 
has a great vintage movie feel. 
Oscar Diggs (James Franco), 
known as Oz, is a small-time 
fairground conman posing 
as a magician in dusty black 
and white Kansas (these 
opening scenes set him up as a 
womanizer with dubious ethics). 
During his escape from an angry 
strongman, his hot air balloon is 
whisked away by one of those 
pesky Kansas tornados. 
He tumbles from the 
monochromatic opening to the 
candy-coloured Land of Oz 
via some stomach-dropping 
3D effects. He meets Theodora 
(Mila Kunis), a beautiful witch, 
who greets him as the great 
Wizard that is prophesied to 
arrive and save the good people 
of Oz from the reign of the 
Wicked Witch. Oscar’s motives 
are less than honourable when 
he let’s Theodora believe he is 
Oz’s saviour. 
Enter Evanora (Rachel 
Weisz), Theodora’s sister, who 
convinces Oscar to journey to 
the dark forest and defeat the 
Wicked Witch. Every movie 
needs a good sidekick, and 
Oscar has Finley, a smallish 
flying monkey dressed 
inexplicably like a bellhop. 
Voiced by Zach Braff, Finley 
comes dangerously close to 
stealing the show, as he gets 
some of the best lines. Oscar 
and Finley save a china doll 
from the shards of her destroyed 
home, and together they go 
after the Wicked Witch. The 
trio soon comes across the 
beautiful and good witch, 
Glinda (Michelle Williams), and 
she implores Oscar to help her 
people, including the requisite 
munchkins. Will Oscar be the 
“good man” he wishes he were 
and save Oz? 
I was disappointed by 
Franco’s slightly awkward 
portrayal of Oscar Diggs. His 
boyish grin and good looks 
don’t overcome a seeming lack 
of commitment to the character. 
It’s the witches of Oz that make 
the movie interesting. Kunis and 
Weisz keep us guessing about 
their motives until well into 
the movie. Williams is a lovely 
and sweet Glinda, all the while 
manipulating the unwitting 
Oscar. At a particularly difficult 
point in their fight against 
the Wicked Witch, she tells 
a discouraged Oscar, “If this 
was easy, we wouldn’t need a 
wizard, would we?” 
Visual effects like giant 
flowers blooming and vicious 
flying baboons are vividly over 
the top, and they feel pleasantly 
reminiscent of the cartoon-like 
effects in the original movie. 
At two hours and 10 minutes 
though, the movie runs a little 
long, but there are worse ways 
to spend a Friday afternoon.
Less raiding and more finding
Before Dorothy, there was Oz
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By Viv Steele, Efficiency Expert
Want to get your kicks but don’t have hours to 
invest? Want to relieve some 
stress with your partner to take 
the edge off a busy day? Do 
you prefer sex more often as 
opposed to weekly marathon 
sessions? Look no further than 
the Between the Sheets top five 
quickies list!
The Rise and Shine
Morning sex is probably my 
favourite kind of quickie, if you 
have the luxury of frequent 
sleepovers with your lover. No 
need to even get out of bed—
keep any necessary items (glass 
of water, condoms, lube) on the 
bedside table, forgo the foreplay, 
and start the day off right.
The Nightcap
“Babe, I can’t get to sleep!” “Me 
neither.” “Do you know what 
I think might help?” “What?” 
“Well, if you have 10 minutes, 
I can show you.” Try this move 
and I promise you’ll be having 
some sweet dreams.
The Afternoon Delight
Have a few minutes between 
your last class and your night 
shift at the glue factory? Close 
the blinds and get sweaty with 
your sweetie. The Afternoon 
Delight is best on hot days when 
the sun is beating down on a 
south-facing window—and the 
quicker you go, the longer you 
can spend in a refreshing team 
shower afterwards.
The Parking Attendant
This advanced technique gives a 
whole new meaning to “driving 
stick.” It’s best performed by 
couples with tinted windows 
and SUVs—the smaller and 
more open your car is, the 
riskier this maneuver becomes. 
Good times to attempt the 
Parking Attendant include 
before a movie, after a dinner, or 
in the middle of a stressful trip 
to Metrotown. 
The No-Time-To-Strip
My number-one quickie on 
this list is what short skirts 
were made for. This down-to-
business act forgoes the ritual of 
disrobing in favour of an under 
the clothes grope-fest followed 
by doing the deed quick and 
dirty. It’s number one possibly 
because it’s the quintessential 
move for speed and efficiency
—you don’t even have to get 
dressed after, and you can do 
it almost anywhere with four 
walls and a door. Caution: this 
advanced move can be risky 
business.
Quickies don’t necessarily 
have to be public and risky. 
If that doesn’t do it for you, 
then don’t feel pressured. Sex 
sessions of 20 minutes or less, 
when peppered throughout 
your week, can keep things 
spicy and tide you over for those 
longer sessions when you get 
some free time. 
Between the Sheets: 
Your quickie guide to getting it on, on the go
One student’s online 
dating experience
By Whitney Sharp, Contributor.
While talking with a fellow classmate about past 
relationships, the conversation 
quickly progressed into her 
romantic situation. She informed 
me that she met her current 
boyfriend of almost three years 
online.
“I can’t handle online 
dating,” I said, “that’s how I met 
my last boyfriend and I don’t 
want to go back there.” Refusing 
to spend money on an online 
dating site, I had only used free 
trials of Zoosk, eHarmony, and 
the always-free Plenty of Fish. 
“Not those sites. We actually 
met on Craigslist.” 
I can’t remember my 
precise reaction to this, but I’m 
confident it was a mix of shock 
and intrigue. Up until then, I 
had only ever used Craigslist to 
sell my textbooks and look for a 
cheap replacement cellphone. I 
was supposed to meet my next 
great love on a website that 
also included postings for farm 
equipment and used shoes? 
Noticing my reaction, my 
friend quickly tried to explain:
“Don’t get me wrong. There 
are still creepy people on there 
just looking for a hookup,” she 
said. “And there are a lot of ads 
on there that are just fake. But 
the real men on there looking for 
a date are just so astonished that 
there is a real woman posting 
something. You’d be surprised.”
I didn’t want to admit that 
I was already considering going 
back to Plenty of Fish, so I told 
her I would try it. Worst-case 
scenario, I would just delete the 
posting I put up. 
That’s exactly what I did. 
After having a short paragraph 
about myself on Craigslist for 
only an hour, I got over 60 
replies. I deleted the mini profile 
for fear that my computer would 
soon crash, and processed the 
replies I already had. Since I 
wasn’t new to the world of 
meeting people online, I’ve 
developed what I like to think 
of as a rigid screening process; 
never answer anyone who only 
says “hey”; always subtract 
two inches from how tall a guy 
claims to be; never reply to 
someone who over-uses internet 
slang or makes too many 
spelling errors; always decline 
an invitation to be picked up 
from your house. 
Out of that batch of over 60 
messages, a lot were horrific. I got 
a message from a man describing 
all of his tattoos. I wasn’t opposed 
to this until he told me that he had 
a neck tattoo. That alone would 
have been enough to make me hit 
delete, but he went on to tell me 
that the tattoo on his neck was of 
his kid’s name and that he was 
actively pursuing supervised 
visits. Next.
I got a message from a 
72-year-old man who was 
confident that had I been 
somewhere in my 40s, we would 
have made a great couple. Next.
One of the better messages 
that came in was from a guy 
employed by the city of New 
Westminster who claimed to like 
reading and hanging out with his 
dog. He gave me a fake number. 
Next.
One of the last messages I got 
was from an architecture student 
who wanted to take me out for 
coffee. After exchanging perfectly 
punctuated and grammatically 
correct emails, and eventually text 
messages, I agreed to meet him. 
I figured if nothing else, I was 
getting a free beverage out of the 
whole ordeal. 
What I got was four dates 
in 10 days with an attractive, 
interesting, and comical guy. 
I’d call that a success. Thanks, 
Craigslist.
Go ask Craig
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A smartphone worth 
upgrading to
By Sonia Panesar, Contributor
Late last year, the makers of the smartphone revealed 
that they would be releasing 
two new phones: the BlackBerry 
Z10 and the BlackBerry Q10. 
As you may know, BlackBerry 
hasn’t been doing so well in the 
market. The release of these two 
phones was a make-or-break 
situation. Some people want 
the new BlackBerry to fail, but 
I am happy to say that they 
have done a phenomenal job 
since the announcement of the 
new phones. The company is 
attempting such an overhaul 
that they’ve even dropped their 
old name, Research in Motion, 
and are now known simply as 
BlackBerry.
Since the Q10 isn’t available 
until later on this month, I can’t 
say too much about it. But let 
me tell you more about the 
Z10, which became available 
in Canada on February 5. Here 
are some technical details to 
get started: this device has a 
16-gigabyte onboard memory, 
with an expandable memory of 
up to 32 gigabytes.  It features 
a 4.2-inch touch display, both 
front and rear cameras, a 1280 
by 768 pixel resolution, and the 
best battery that has ever been 
built in a BlackBerry, offering 
10 hours of talk time and 13 
days standby time, 1080 HD 
video recording, and the new 
BlackBerry 10 operating system. 
Like its contemporaries, the 
Samsung Galaxy S3 and the 
iPhone 5, it operates on the 
super-fast 4G LTE network. 
Added proprietary features 
in the operating system give this 
smartphone a twist: note-taking 
app BlackBerry Remember 
syncs your notes to the cloud, 
behemoth communications app 
BlackBerry Hub keeps all of 
your conversations in one place, 
and BlackBerry Messenger 
(BBM) has been updated to 
add Video Chat and Screen 
Share (and a less clunky groups 
interface). Again catching 
up with other smartphones, 
the Z10 offers Voice Control,  
instant editing of pictures, and 
a keyboard that helps you type 
faster as it adjusts to the way 
you write.
I am a BlackBerry user, 
and I have experienced several 
problems with my smartphone, 
but when the thought of buying 
a new BlackBerry crossed my 
mind, I would ask myself: 
what’s the point? Curve, Storm, 
Bold—they’re almost all the 
same.  There wasn’t a reason to 
upgrade until the Z10 came out. 
I have spent hours watching 
all the demos and videos on 
YouTube, comparing the Z10 to 
the top phones on the market 
and I must say that this phone 
hasn’t failed to impress. The 
developers at BlackBerry have 
made a tremendous effort 
to provide the public with 
information about the launch of 
their new smartphones. Holding 
conferences and allowing the 
public to interact with the 
smartphone before the launch 
truly shows that BlackBerry 
values their customers.
Before the launch of the 
Z10, BlackBerry pledged to have 
70,000 apps available. Popular 
apps that would have people 
running to other devices are 
now available on BlackBerry 
Z10, such as Angry Birds and 
Skype. The current retail price 
is $650, including tax with no 
contract. I could tell you more 
about this smartphone, but 
instead I think that you should 
give it a chance to sweep you off 
your feet.
BlackBerry’s new offerings
There wasn’t a reason to upgrade until the Z10 came out.
How to survive 
seasonal allergies 
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer
It is ironic that the season synonymous with 
rejuvenation and birth is also the 
period of the year that makes 
me feel like dying. No, I’m 
not being melodramatic; I just 
have a really bad case of hay 
fever. Running nose, itchy eyes, 
and endless sneezing are the 
crippling symptoms of spring 
allergies. They are not fatal the 
same way food allergies can 
be, but they can ruin a day, a 
week, or even a couple months. 
But those who have never 
experienced the horrible trials of 
blooming flowers will consider 
the suffering snifflers to be sick 
and disgusting, and offer little 
sympathy. It is the price we pay 
for a nice summer day—that is, 
if we can survive to see it. 
Allergy medications are 
often the easiest solution. There 
are pills, sprays, and eyedrops 
all developed to soothe the 
symptoms. There is a whole 
aisle in the store dedicated 
to allergy relief. But with 
budgetary problems, I tend 
to conserve the pills for dire 
situations, meaning in moments 
where the sneezing and itching 
are too unbearable. Drugs may 
take anywhere from 30 minutes 
to a couple of hours to kick in, 
and because of their inconsistent 
reliability, they only work 
as a crutch. I am skeptical of 
modern medicine; some days I 
preach it and some days I curse 
it. Sometimes it’s best to find 
natural coping methods for 
chronic problems like allergies.
Spring allergies are mainly 
caused by the large amount 
of pollen in the air, so if your 
symptoms are bad, stay away 
from floral areas or simply 
remain indoors. Consider getting 
an air purifier inside your house 
to clean the air. Since Vancouver 
will remain frigid until early 
June anyways, there is no need 
to keep the doors and windows 
open. Locking yourself away 
from the world may seem like a 
horrible alternative to sneezing, 
but there will be days when 
breathing is more important than 
frolicking in a field. 
Allergies are not limited 
by the weather. They can be as 
agitating on rainy days as they 
are on sunny days. But the heat 
plays a big part in our ability 
to cope with the discomfort. 
Sneezing and sniffling take up a 
lot of energy and the sun beating 
down on you while you inhale 
through your clogged nose can 
be absolutely draining. So seek 
out air conditioned places or 
stick your head in the freezer 
just to get a moment of relief. 
A shower is another very 
effective way to deal with spring 
allergies. Because allergens 
like pollen are airborne, most 
of them travel on you or with 
you. A shower and a change 
of clothes will rid you of the 
particles that you have collected 
throughout the day. 
There are moments where 
you’ll feel that the only way to 
deal with allergies is to attack 
them aggressively, but all 
that will do is leave you with 
tissue rash under your nostrils 
and multiple other agitations. 
Allergies should be dealt with 
methodically and should not 
cause frustration. Familiarize 
yourself with a routine to cope. 
Recognize the time of year 
they usually happen. Schedule 
your day accordingly so you 
don’t spend large periods of 
time outside or in dusty areas. 
Understanding what causes 
your agony is the best way to 
avoid it or at least bare with it 
until the season turns.
The sneeze season 
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Your bi-weekly dose 
of sartorial snippets
By Savis Irandoost, 
Contributor, and Sophie 
Isbister, Life & Style Editor
This week on Style Roundup, 
Sophie and Savis look at fresh 
trends to keep you current this 
spring. Wear clean, retro makeup 
with monochromatic flowing 
clothes. Throw on some sailboat-
inspired topsider flats and top it all 
off with a fun bun. Insta-style!
‘60s chicks be chic
This Kardashian-approved 
makeup look has been on the 
rise since Twiggy pioneered it in 
the ‘60s. We’re talking lots and 
lots of mascara (on the bottom 
lash line too), fake lashes, and 
tons of  eyeliner, complete with 
wings. Also known as the baby 
doll look, this fad goes with 
bold, geometric shapes and 
possibly white eye shadow. The 
point here is to pop your eyes 
in an innocent way. Bat those 
butterfly lashes and pout those 
beautiful lips! It’s seduction in 
the most genius of ways. For 
lips, you can go all out and do 
bright pink, or keep them pale. 
Be generous or sparing with 
the blush. One thing stays the 
same: make those eyes pop. 
We’re not talking smudge that 
liner like a rock show, but rather 
experiment with all sorts of 
clean, winged eyeliner looks. 
You can also line under your 
eyes or on top of your eye 
shadow. There’s an element of 
softness to this look that, despite 
the massive amount of makeup 
involved, looks pretty and 
innocent like a porcelain doll. 
There’s not a gal around that 
this look doesn’t flatter. 
Bun on the run
Any girl with waist-length 
hair will tell you that the 
key to abundant growth is 
to avoid washing your hair 
every day. Most how-to guides 
and YouTube tutorials on hair 
growth recommend washing 
every three-to-five days. But 
what do you do with your hair 
on day five when it’s hanging 
to your shoulders in weird, 
greasy ropes? Just take a look 
around the halls at what every 
girl seems to be rocking these 
days: the fun bun! This sassy 
bun is created in a whimsical, 
slap-dash fashion. First, you 
gather your hair as high on 
your head as you can and then 
create the messiest possible 
tower of tresses with a simple 
hair-tie. Pull at the bun to fan it 
out—experiment with different 
looks! The fun bun, also known 
as the top knot, is versatile 
and can look as chic as a sock 
bun without all the hassle. For 
advanced style, add a sparkly 
headband. This easy hairstyle 
can be dressed up or down, 
looks great for spring, and 
transitions well into summer—
by which time, your hair should 
be even longer! 
Shoe you later
One of the most eye-catching 
shoe trends on our radar are 
topsiders, or as I like to call 
them, grandpa slippers. You 
know the comfy-looking 
flats with stitching and laces, 
resembling your grandpa’s 
loafers? Now these fab flats are 
moving on outside! Not only 
are we huge fans of this fad 
but they’re perfect for spring 
too! You can’t really go wrong 
with flats in general; it’s not 
like they’re going to go out of 
style anytime soon. They’re 
perfect for virtually every outfit. 
I personally love these shoes 
because of their high preppy 
factor. And did I mention 
they’re comfy? Topsiders may 
as well be the Uggs of the flat 
world. I recently picked up a 
sparkly-brown pair from BOBS 
and the compliments just won’t 
quit. Watch out Toms, Keds, 
and Vans; there’s a new shoe in 
town! 
Drape-a-holic
Cast aside your colours 
and spandex, because 
monochromatic, billowing styles 
are making a forward move 
this spring. Look like you’re 
ready to hit the tennis courts in 
a crisp, white shirt-dress. Pair 
an oversized, black-and-white 
block-patterned sweater with 
some leggings (because those are 
never going out of style), or show 
off those bare legs under a belted 
tunic. Go for a pop of colour in a 
rich, gem-like hue such as royal 
purple or emerald green, which 
both look great in bags, belts, or 
big, retro earrings. The ‘60s mod 
look is back big time; runways 
across the world are showing 
vintage styles with an updated, 
edgy look. Androgyny is in, so 
dust off those blazers and boot-
cut khakis. Hint: these spring 
clothing trends go great with 
our suggestions this week for 
makeup, hair, and shoes!
Style Roundup
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By Avalon Doyle, Contributor
We’ve all heard the term “dine and dash.” It’s 
when a customer goes to a bar 
or restaurant, runs up a tab 
with a server, and then takes off 
without paying. It’s theft, but 
people steal all the time. But the 
difference between shoplifting 
and dine and dashing is that it’s 
the server, not the business, who 
pays the bill at the end of the 
night.
As a result, many bars 
have created what’s called a 
“dine and dash fund.” Every 
time a server works, it’s 
mandatory that they contribute 
anywhere from $0.25 to $1 to 
the business. This money sits 
in a pot held by the manager 
of the establishment so that in 
the event of a walkout or “dine 
and dash” the money they have 
slowly accumulated pays for the 
bill. 
It may seem like a good 
idea: pubs and bars in the Tri-
Cities are struggling enough as 
it is without adding theft into 
the mix, and it’s only a dollar 
from an employee. However, 
the problem with this fund is 
that it completely contravenes 
the Employment Standards Act. 
Sections 1F and 21 explicitly 
state that neither employee 
wages nor gratuities (tips) may 
be deducted or used in any way 
by an employer for the “cost of 
doing business.” While a server 
or bartender has a responsibility 
to try to stop people from 
stealing from the business they 
work for, holding the employee 
responsible for the money 
against possibly dangerous 
assailants makes it seem as 
though a $40 bill is more 
important than an employee’s 
life. 
I’ve worked in the service 
industry for the past two years. 
In that time, I have been robbed 
at gunpoint and had a customer 
pull a knife on me when I 
wouldn’t start a tab for him. I 
have also been forced to pay 
into dine and dash funds and 
for walkouts. And though I’ve 
never actually been harmed by a 
customer, it is not unrealistic to 
assume someone may be armed 
and dangerous. There is no way 
of knowing what someone will 
do—especially if they’re drunk.
Oftentimes, there’s nothing 
more someone could have done 
to prevent a customer from 
walking out on his or her bill. A 
server at the Meridian Arms Pub 
in Port Coquitlam, who asked 
not be named, once had to pay 
out over $300 for a customer’s 
bill. “I had taken over the table 
from another server who was 
finished their shift, and then the 
pub lost power,” she said. “I 
couldn’t remember everything 
that had been on the bill so I 
manually wrote up as much 
as I could but there was $300 
unaccounted for when we got 
power back.”
That money was taken out 
of her next paycheque. When 
asked if she thought it was 
wrong for the business to take 
that money from her, although 
it was not her fault, she said: 
“Yeah, it sucks that I lost that 
money, but I’ve made a lot 
more in the time I’ve been there 
than what I’ve had to pay in 
walkouts.” She also told me that 
while the Meridian Arms does 
not have a dine and dash fund, 
every server has to pay for a 
walkout when they occur. 
One of the only ways to 
ensure payment is to ask for a 
credit card, but this is often not 
expected of employees in a pub 
and not consistently done. “I 
would ask for credit cards for 
tabs at the (Meridian) Arms but 
no one else does and customers 
would look at me funny or get 
mad if I did,” she said.
Danielle Piasecki, a 
former floor manager at Port 
Coquitlam’s San Remo Pizza 
Home, agrees that servers 
should pay for walkouts. “Most 
servers don’t end up paying 
income tax on every single 
dollar they make and there 
aren’t a lot of jobs like that out 
there.”
Piasecki says she believes 
no one speaks up against the 
violation because it’s part of 
“a deal” between employers 
and employees in the serving 
industry. “There are a lot of 
things that happen in this 
industry that shouldn’t and 
not just dine and dash funds,” 
said Piasecki. “There are a 
lot of indiscretions—like 
servers drinking on shift with 
customers—that employers 
ignore and there’s a lot of good 
money to be made really fast.” 
The way in which bars 
choose to enforce dine and dash 
policies varies greatly from 
place to place, but of the six I 
investigated, they all had some 
policy that resulted in the server 
paying for a dine and dash. 
A nighttime shift 
supervisor for the Treehouse 
Neighbourhood Pub, Erica*, 
who has also worked for The 
Foggy Dew and The French 
Quarter Pub (which closed 
down last year) said she has 
never paid into a dine and dash 
fund or for a walkout. “It’s 
illegal for them to make me pay 
and so I don’t,” she said. “I’ve 
also only ever had one walkout 
in the time I’ve been serving and 
it wasn’t my fault.”
Erica also said The Foggy 
Dew had a slightly different 
approach. “The management 
there makes it clear during the 
orientation that any drinks you 
take from the bar to a table 
become your own drinks once 
they leave the bar.”
This means that if someone 
doesn’t pay the server for 
that drink, the onus is on the 
server to pay. She also said she 
watched The French Quarter 
“sneak” their way into having a 
dine and dash fund. “Originally 
there was a slot on our cash out 
sheets that said “social fund” 
and we were supposed to put in 
$0.50 each time we worked for a 
big staff party.”
But after a year of working 
there, Erica said the little “social 
fund” slot changed to “D+D.” 
Erica confronted the owner of 
the bar, as well as the manager, 
about the change, and was 
told it was now a mandatory 
dine and dash fund. When she 
argued about the legality of the 
decision to create the fund, she 
was told that if she didn’t pay 
into it then any walkouts that 
occurred would be taken out of 
her paycheque.
I also worked at The French 
Quarter and during a shift 
change (where the night staff 
relieves the day staff) I was 
dealing with a customer who 
wanted to pay their bill and 
turned around to find one of 
my other customers missing. 
I looked everywhere for the 
gentlemen who still owed me 
$45 but he was gone. He made 
it past two other servers who 
were talking by the door and my 
manager, who was also standing 
by the door, but I was still 
blamed. The next paycheque I 
received was short $45. When 
I asked the owner and the 
manager what had happened, 
the owner told me: “Well, you 
had that walkout a week ago so 
I just took it out of your pay.”
Dorothy, a representative 
with the Employment Standards 
Branch, said there are no 
loopholes to the regulations. 
“It’s explicitly stated in Section 
1F and Section 21 that an 
employer cannot take money 
from an employee for a dine and 
dash fund or for walkouts.”
When asked why every 
bar was violating the Act, 
Dorothy said; “If people don’t 
report it, then we can’t fix 
it.” If there is an incident or 
wrongful garnishing of wages 
or gratuities, Dorothy said they 
(Employment Standards) would 
send an officer to recover the 
wages for the individual. 
Of the servers I spoke to, 
only Erica knew someone who 
had taken action against an 
employer. “There was one girl I 
worked with who got the labour 
board involved when her wages 
were garnished at The French 
Quarter, and she did get the 
money back. She also lost her 
job in the process.” Erica didn’t 
remember the official reason the 
server was let go, but said she 
believed the girl would have 
kept her job longer if she hadn’t 
fought against it.
No one, however, was 
able to answer why—since 
it’s against regulations—
employees are still paying 
for walkouts. Not one of the 
servers, managers, or even the 
Employment Standards Branch 
had a reason. 
Interestingly, there is a 
lot of fear from employees on 
the issue. Only one server I 
interviewed agreed to have 
her name printed, despite 
the number of people who 
were willing to speak with me 
about their bar’s policies. It 
would seem as though, with 
servers being at the mercy of an 
industry of management that 
believes it is up to the server or 
bartender to collect money for 
the booze they bring to people, 
no one wants to get caught 
pointing a finger for fear of 
losing their place within the 
industry. 
It’s unclear whether or not 
policies will ever change, but 
for now, servers will continue to 
pay when customers don’t. 
*Indicates name has been changed.
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The secrets to healthy living
A guide to get you there
By Savis Irandoost, Contributor
I know that everybody believes that diet and exercise are the 
only ways to lose weight and 
be healthy, but when I had a 
personal trainer, I was shocked 
to find that there are several 
other lifestyle changes that 
quicken the process and keep 
you in tip-top optimal health.
It is vital to stretch 15 
minutes when you wake up 
and 15 minutes before you go 
to sleep, whether you exercise 
or not. Don’t sleep right after 
you eat something; wait for 
about three hours. Eat your 
fattiest meal in the morning, so 
your body has the whole day to 
work it off. Take a multivitamin 
as well as a vitamin for any 
deficiency you might have, such 
as iron—be in control of your 
health and as your doctor for 
the necessary tests. Get eight 
hours of sleep every night for 
optimal body functioning. Drink 
enough water throughout the 
day—a good amount is the 
recommended eight glasses. 
Always take the stairs when you 
have the option.
Do not, under any 
circumstances, eat in front of 
the TV or computer. Don’t eat 
standing up either. Sit down 
and really savour your meal, 
preferably with other people. 
Chew each bite about 30 times. 
Most importantly: take a 
moment to listen to your body. 
If you wait 20 minutes, you’ll 
probably realize you’re not truly 
hungry anymore. Share your 
portions if you can! This will 
teach you to not be attached 
to your food, plus it’s a nice 
gesture.
Whatever diet you’re on, 
save yourself the heartbreak 
and quit before you inevitably 
fail. Diets don’t work. You gain 
all the weight back, plus more. 
A diet is a negative way of 
thinking about nutrition. If you 
restrict yourself, you will surely 
crack from deprivation. Think 
of weight loss as a life change: 
it has to be attainable, so pick 
something you can commit to. 
Don’t be so hard on yourself. 
Everybody should be allowed 
a few cheats, but when you eat 
something fatty, try and not let 
it start a chain reaction of eating 
horribly all day. And if that day 
comes, don’t throw in the towel 
and have a fatty week/month/
year. You’re stronger than that. If 
you make healthy choices, they 
will pay off. I’ve seen it. I’ve lost 
almost 15 pounds since January. 
I found the Palaeolithic eating 
guide much more effective than 
my short period of counting 
calories. I maintain that animal 
fats and meat are not bad 
for you, but carbohydrates 
and grains are. Cut these or 
significantly reduce them. And 
stay away from junk food!
 Stay as active as possible. 
The key to weight loss has 
always been to burn more 
calories than you take in. 
Decide whether you want to 
go the route of eating better 
or exercising more to achieve 
this. Do both if you can but 
don’t overwhelm 
yourself. Ease in 
to it and you’ll 
have a much 
higher success 
rate. Try to look 
at the scale as little 
as possible, 
if at all. If 
you must 
weigh 
yourself, 
aim for 
once a week 
or every other day, and do it 
first thing in the morning before 
you’ve eaten anything.
If you’re unhappy with 
your body image or health 
in general, either accept it or 
change it to reflect your values. 
Patience is a virtue and nothing 
is going to happen until you’re 
ready. There’s always tomorrow. 
Sleep early, drink lots of water, 
and stretch! Change can happen. 
I didn’t really believe it until I 
finally saw for myself. There’s 
nothing more rewarding than 
seeing the payoff in your own 
body. Your health is the best 
investment of all. 
There are very crucial steps 
that your body needs to undergo 
to make this happen for you. 
Don’t underestimate these tips! 
They’ll give you that little edge 
you need to look and feel great, 
both inside and out. And lastly, 
if at first you don’t succeed, try 
and try again!
Think of weight loss as a life change.
Opinions.www.theotherpress.ca
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Lost skiers should pay 
for their own rescue
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
A few weeks ago, a man was killed by an avalanche 
near the Revelstoke Mountain 
Resort while skiing out of 
bounds. While the loss of 
human life is always a serious 
event, I find it difficult to 
conjure up any kind of real 
sympathy in situations like 
these.
When someone ducks the 
ropes, it’s a conscious decision, 
not an accident. There’s no 
gray area. There’s no, “Oh, I 
thought I was still within the 
boundary.” For those unaware 
of the lingo, “poaching” 
actually means “to go out of 
bounds.” Resorts take special 
care to ensure that proper 
signage is in plain sight and 
impossible to miss. At the 
risk of sounding completely 
redundant here, the decision to 
leave patrolled areas is made 
knowingly and willingly. In 
any other circumstance, this 
generally indicates that the 
individual is aware they are 
responsible for his/her actions, 
so why should we regard these 
incidents any differently?
Taking responsibility 
can mean many different 
things. Sometimes a simple 
admittance that one was at 
fault is sufficient. However, in 
this case, taking responsibility 
should primarily be in the 
monetary sense. Rescues 
cost money. A lot of money. 
While some resorts charge 
their patrons to an extent, 
the bill is often picked up by 
the government. And as we 
all know, “the government” 
equal’s the common man’s tax 
dollars. What I’m saying is that 
those who are in desperate 
pursuit of fresh snow should 
have to foot the bill if they 
need help.
Of course, there’s a 
downside to this proposed 
change. The argument that is 
most commonly brought up 
is the fact that people may be 
afraid to call for help or even 
try to be found if they can’t 
afford it; it’s believed that 
this financial fear could lead 
to many unnecessary deaths. 
Another possibility is that 
friends and family members 
might try to stage a rescue of 
their own to avoid the fee. The 
result of this could be dozens 
of unqualified searchers 
bumbling over dangerous 
terrain, which, ironically, 
might lead to more losses.
My response to these 
concerns? So what? Honestly, 
I’m not trying to be callous 
here, but why should 
taxpayers have to watch 
their hard-earned dough 
go to waste on bailing out 
some selfish moron? And if 
someone gives the usual spiel 
about how you can’t put a 
dollar amount on a human 
life and cost shouldn’t even 
be considered, then why 
would people think twice 
about having to pay for their 
own rescue? Their lives are 
priceless, right? Why is it 
perfectly normal for citizens 
to go into debt for various 
purchases like cars, houses, 
or even more trivial items 
like couches and televisions, 
but the thought of spending 
a dime on their own lives is 
considered utterly ridiculous? 
Get your priorities straight.
Adding to this, in case 
it’s been lost in the kerfuffle, 
we’re talking about skiers 
and snowboarders, here. 
They spend untold amounts 
of money each year on rides 
to and from mountains, 
gear, passes, and sometimes 
lodging. It’s a bit of an 
expensive hobby. Obviously 
not every winter enthusiast 
is rolling in cash, but if they 
can manage to pay for the 
luxury of hitting the slopes on 
a consistent basis, then they 
aren’t exactly scraping by in 
the poor house, either. 
To those who manage to 
continue stubbornly holding 
onto their belief that public 
funds should be spent on 
saving human lives without 
so much as a second thought, 
I have to say that I completely 
agree. However, I’d much 
prefer that money be spent 
on people who deserve that 
care; $100,000—a figure 
commonly exceeded by rescue 
operations—would be a 
welcome sum to any hospital 
budget, for example. Given 
the choice between spending 
an exorbitant amount on a 
few self-centred risk takers or 
making lasting improvements 
to our healthcare system—
which would aid an untold 
number of people—I don’t 
think anyone in their right 
mind would take any time to 
settle on the latter. 
Final note here is that, 
in their self-absorbed quest 
to find pow and/or avoid 
gapers, these people place not 
only themselves, but, more 
importantly, their rescuers at 
risk. Search and rescue teams, 
despite their training, can also 
fall prey to the unpredictable 
dangers of nature. If thrill-
seekers have no regard for 
their own lives, they should 
at least consider the impact 
they’re having on others’. 
Poaching funds
Blatantly branded, 
non-alcoholic beer a no-no
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
It was a casual poker night at a friend’s place. An opportunity 
to imbibe some liver-destroying 
liquids and laugh at the fact 
that playing such a brainless 
game was still the most likely 
way any of us were ever going 
to make it onto Sportsnet. 
Conversation was just getting 
started on how the box the pizza 
came in was likely more edible 
than the pizza itself when the 
last member of our party finally 
shuffled in. He plunked down 
a plastic bag and proceeded to 
pull out his beverage of choice 
for the evening. It was a curious-
looking sixer. I’d never seen the 
brand before, and was about to 
inquire as to what it was when 
it hit me. 
Tilting my increasingly 
inebriated self sideways, I 
could clearly read the four 
letters climbing the side of his 
cans: MADD. He had brought 
non-alcoholic beer. After the 
initial shock and a swallowed 
cry of horror had passed, the 
expected ribbing ensued, and 
then, shortly after—for attention 
spans are ever so short—we 
shifted our focus more or less 
back to the game.
Honestly though, MADD 
beer? While I know this 
particular felon chose such 
a conspicuous non-alcoholic 
monstrosity on purpose so as 
to get a reaction out of us, I was 
completely flabbergasted when 
I realized that there are people 
out there who drink that stuff 
with a straight face. To be clear, 
I have no issue with people 
abstaining from alcohol. In 
fact, I have the utmost respect 
for those who manage to keep 
even a drop of that heavenly 
fluid from passing down their 
throats. However, is there really 
a need for people to make 
such a public proclamation of 
their alcoholic celibacy? With 
MADD emblazoned along your 
can, there isn’t a soul in the 
world that won’t know of your 
leanings. It’s similar to your 
relationship status: if someone 
asks you, go ahead and tell 
them, but don’t start snogging in 
the middle of the street.
If you’re truly curious, feel 
free to head to http://canstore.
maddvirgindrinks.com to have 
a peek. There’s a whole line of 
virgin drinks, including wines 
and cocktails. It’s terrifying. 
Yes, part of the proceeds do go 
towards MADD, but that’s not 
the point.  
Non-alcoholic beer is a 
curious thing in and of itself. Why 
do people drink it? If it’s just to 
fit in, then MADD is, as beaten 
to death above, a poor choice. 
If it’s because they really can’t 
drink, but enjoy the taste of beer, 
I feel intense pity for them. It’s a 
miserable substitute. Perhaps I 
just haven’t had a good one yet, or 
maybe it’s because I know it’s not 
real beer, but I’ve always found 
them to be a far cry from their 
genuine counterparts.
Non-alchies, grab an 
O’Doul’s or some other type of 
alcohol-free beer—it’s really not 
hard to find a decently disguised 
virgin drink. But please, for the 
love of god, don’t proudly parade 
about with your miserable MADD 
excuse for beer. It’s embarrassing 
for all of us.
Complete MADDness
Photo courtesy of Joel MacKenzie
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Is “love” an equal trade?
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Love or hate her, Amanda Palmer’s TED Talk 
premiered on March 1, entitled 
The Art of Asking. Much of 
Palmer’s 14-minute video 
is spent talking about her 
career as a musician, and how 
working on the street as a living 
statue—and having to ask for 
money—taught her what she 
now believes was everything 
she needed going into the 
music industry. Although she 
is speaking of the industry, a 
lot of what she says applies to a 
broader concept she uses several 
times in the video: community.
Community used to be 
more than just an amazing 
comedy series and a term people 
use in psych, philosophy, and 
sociology papers (ironically, 
usually as test subjects); 
“community” used to be a 
something else. Palmer speaks 
of times where fans have 
graciously offered her band 
food, a place to sleep, and 
instruments to practice on—all 
implied that they only asked 
for her music in return. But 
is giving a person something 
physical, like a bed, the same as 
giving someone an abstraction, 
like friendship (or, to quote 
Palmer, “love”)?
People need both to get by. 
After all, what’s more wonderful 
than sharing a bed with 
someone you love? The flaw 
with that though is that she’s 
making her own music, which 
people are either going to either 
love or hate. There is still asking 
and giving, but who is actually 
going to say ‘no’ to having their 
favourite artist, someone they’ve 
never actually met before, 
sleeping on their bed? Would 
that person honestly do the 
same for a homeless person? 
Community isn’t about 
picking and choosing who you’ll 
share things with. Community 
is about being there for each 
other, for everyone. The fact is 
that there isn’t enough love, and 
it doesn’t matter if “love” or 
“friendship” are abstractions—if 
you feel it, that’s all that really 
matters. Palmer repeatedly asks 
in the video, “is this fair?” By 
which she means, is the trading 
of something physical (bed) for 
an abstraction (friendship) a fair 
trade? Honestly, if both parties 
feel they’re getting something 
out of such a trade, then yes, 
it is. But such a trade can only 
work on the whole if everybody 
is on board with the idea, and 
that’s assuming everyone has 
something to offer.
Go back to that homeless 
person for a moment. You’ll be 
offering him or her a bed, and 
it’s assumed that in return, that 
person will always love you a 
little bit for lending them that 
bed. Do you think that’s a fair 
trade? And that isn’t a question 
meant to condescend; it’s an 
honest question of morality. Do 
you feel justified by the idea of 
knowing that at some point, you 
bettered someone’s life, if even 
for only a moment, and you 
now meant the world to them?
Realistically, most people in 
any kind of town or city setting 
are neither in the mentality nor 
the mood to have a community. 
Even those of you who live 
in apartment buildings, how 
often do you chat with your 
neighbours from whom you are 
separated by a mere piece of 
drywall?
There’s nothing wrong with 
keeping to yourself, or saying 
‘no’ every once in a while. 
Where you need to question 
what you’re doing is when you 
sincerely don’t give a damn 
about the person who asks 
anything of you, whether it be 
some change or a cup of sugar.
Palmer has managed to 
make this love-based barter 
system work for her and her 
own “Internet community,” 
and that’s great. But if you took 
Amanda Palmer out of that 
equation, and asked those same 
people who give her everything 
to give you something, I can 
assure you, only a handful of 
them would say “yes.”
As people, citizens, 
neighbours, and classmates 
all have to learn to care a little 
more. No, we don’t have to 
revert back to some crazy 
barter system, but we do need 
to hold more doors open, and 
apologize less for not holding 
those doors open. We have to 
learn to give and not expect 
something in return—or at least 
not something physical.
Amanda Palmer and the art of caring
Become politically literate
The lack of youth 
participation in politics
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
The weekend before last, I attended the BCNDP 
nomination meeting for my 
home riding of Coquitlam-Burke 
Mountain to vote who best to 
fly the orange flag against the 
BC Liberal incumbent come 
May. Besides a handful of 
preteens dragged away from 
their Nintendo Wii consoles by 
their campaign badge-adorned 
parents, my buddy and I were 
handily the youngest attendees 
at the tender age of 21. In a 
riding with a median age of 
38 (attendees’ average age, at 
best guess, being a half-decade 
and change older) and home to 
Dougie’s David Lam campus, 
we appeared to be the only 
students. Given that D.O.A. 
legend Joe “Shithead” Keithley 
was running in the meeting, you 
would expect a few suburban 
punks in attendance as a tribute 
to his riffs, right? Apparently my 
riding is about as punk as Lil’ 
Wayne in crust pants.
While this electoral meeting 
was by no means a sample 
group (only 0.02 per cent of the 
total riding was in attendance) 
it was unsettling to witness the 
severe lack of concern from 
young people in the riding.
Young Canadians suffer 
from a crippling political 
illiteracy, disengagement, 
and inertness. Last provincial 
election, half a million members 
of the electorate under 34 
ignored the polling stations 
for the shelter of shopping 
malls and reality TV, or figured 
democracy shouldn’t cut into 
their Facebook time.
Even of those registered 
via the successful DSU 
chapter of the BC Rock the 
Vote campaign, few seemed 
to possess passable political 
literacy or understanding of 
issues beyond their own short-
term finances. Mulling through 
pictures of participants in the 
campaign, you’ll see an endless 
array of students holding up 
dry-erase boards touting their 
disdain for tuition fee rates—an 
obviously relevant concern, but 
even accounting for the sample 
bias you would encounter 
by holding such a campaign 
in a college concourse, not a 
wide variety of concerns are 
being aired. Heck, some are 
holding up signs saying they’re 
voting because of “rainbows 
and unicorns” or “Vancity,” 
but if you entice democratic 
participation with Canucks 
tickets, you have to account for 
some piss-takes.
I can somewhat sympathize 
with abstaining voters—it hurts 
knowing that some backbench 
MLA, upon completing two 
terms, will earn an $80,000 
pension for warming the seat 
of the legislature for a few 
months a year in Victoria. 
Cynicism to politics is a healthy 
and necessary part of being a 
democratic citizen, especially 
in a province once helmed 
by the HST flip-flop fraud 
Gordon Campbell, proud 
bearer of a 2010 approval 
rating of nine per cent—but 
there isn’t cause to believe that 
cynicism alone is the cause of 
dismal youth voter turnout. 
Think of half the student-age 
people you know: imagine 
how many of them didn’t 
vote because of their raging 
Chomskyism or democratic 
disillusionment—probably not 
too many. Cynicism should not 
overrule the exercise of the few 
democratic decisions you can 
make.
Half-assed, but often 
earnest, attempts at political 
engagement routinely poke 
through onto my humble 
Facebook feed, often taking the 
form of some mildly left-wing 
captioned image liked by a 
recurring five-or-so friends that 
espouse the same political views 
as them. Often sourced from 
Reddit earlier that day, or shared 
via some past-due “like page” 
titled #sadface no Harper lol, shit 
like this amounts to amateur 
circle-jerk clicktivism, a term 
coined by Adbusters Editor-At-
Large, Micah White, to describe 
a trending iteration of passive 
Internet activism.
White sums up clicktivism 
as “calls to action that are easy, 
insignificant, and impotent. 
Their sole campaign objective 
is to inflate participation 
percentages, not to overthrow 
the status quo. In the end, social 
change is marketed like a brand 
of toilet paper.” Cha-cha-cha… 
#shitharperdid.
You don’t have to become 
a door-knocker or pamphleteer, 
or attend party meetings to 
be involved in the democratic 
process. Pick up a newspaper, 
Google candidates, parties, and 
issues, and make a decision on 
May 14. You’re paying for this 
democracy, after all.
Young Canadians suffer from a crippling political illiteracy, 
disengagement, and inertness. Last provincial election, half a 
million members of the electorate under 34 ignored the polling 
stations for the shelter of shopping malls and reality TV, or 
figured democracy shouldn’t cut into their Facebook time.
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Is technology really 
as bad as it’s made 
out to be?
By Sonia Panesar, Contributor 
Without a doubt, technology has taken its toll on 
society. Some people generally 
veer towards the negative effects 
it has had on us, while others 
strongly believe that without 
technology, the world wouldn’t 
be able to move forward.
Technology isn’t just 
smartphones, video games, and 
laptops; it’s almost everything 
around us. Think about your 
day and how much you interact 
with technology, from the 
moment you wake up to the 
moment you put your phone 
away right before falling asleep. 
Can you imagine a world 
without the Internet? Can you 
imagine not being able to attain 
answers instantly? 
The Internet has brought the 
world closer. Researching, social 
networking, communicating 
with business partners, video 
chatting—these elements are 
all essential to human life these 
days. They help us get through 
the day, and most of all they 
help to save our precious time. 
If there were no such thing as 
video conferencing, business 
partners would have to travel 
significant distances to attend 
a meeting—that would cost a 
lot of money and time. Instead, 
these days we have been blessed 
with video conferencing. It’s 
cost-effective. 
Moving onto time efficiency, 
computerized documents 
are much easier to use: when 
searching a document, you can 
look for certain words in a text; 
when you type something into 
Google, there are several options 
available. Look at the scope of 
information available at your 
fingertips! 
Older generations believe 
that we have become lazy and 
too reliant on technology, but 
this isn’t true. Our brains have 
been molded to cope with 
multitasking, although some 
think that we have shorter 
attention spans. Keeping 
larger amounts of our brains 
stimulated requires more neural 
activity. Remembering many 
websites and accurately judging 
whether a certain webpage has 
reliable information are sources 
of brain stimulation. You would 
assume that our generation 
spends so much time on the 
Internet that we barely spend 
any time reading. However, this 
isn’t the case: we actually read 
more. This doesn’t include the 
boring literature that some of 
us are forced to read for classes. 
This generation needs to be 
entertained, and since we get 
bored easily, we have all of this 
technology to help us.
Technology has its cons, but 
even so, we prefer to live with 
it. Not only because it has made 
some tasks easier than others, 
but because it is part of our 
life. We can no longer function 
without it. Imagine having 
your phone taken away from 
you—how reliant are you on 
it? That’s just a little appetizer 
to prove how reliant we are on 
technology.
The net generation
Movie buffs are tough
Why people hate movies
By Savis Irandoost, Contributor
My love of movies is so grand that I find it hard to 
explain. I love movies so much 
that I can’t begin to fathom 
how somebody could not. I 
try to rationalize it. We can’t 
all love everything; there are 
certain things that will never 
resonate with us, and others 
that always will. Yet no matter 
how I think about it, I come to 
this conclusion: there are movies 
and genres for everyone. You 
can’t say you don’t like movies 
when there are so many options 
available. You either haven’t 
watched any good movies or 
you haven’t watched enough. 
Still, I hear of people who 
are indifferent to or simply hate 
movies. I didn’t want to believe 
it, but there it was, eating away 
at me. These people are out 
there and I had to find them: as 
a self-proclaimed movie buff, I 
figured I owed it to the world of 
movies and all it had done for 
me as a person. I would try to 
understand where these aliens 
posing as people were coming 
from. 
The first thing that came 
to my attention when I dove 
into this subject was impatient 
people or people with attention 
deficit disorders would be key 
candidates in my movie-hater 
research. All across the board, 
the answers were the same. 
“I like to spend my time 
with interactive things. I find it 
difficult to sit still and be quiet 
for a certain amount of time, and 
I don’t feel that I connect with 
the characters onscreen. I’m 
okay with some kinds of TV 
shows as they are shorter and I 
love musicals and live theatre, 
where I can feel the emotion 
of the actors,” said Stephanie 
Hendy, student. “I get my 
escape from music.” 
“They’re too long, it takes 
patience and you actually have 
to think about and follow the 
movie. And in my cousin’s 
case, it really has to spark his 
interest. Bottom line: it’s got to 
be pretty simple because he has 
no attention span,” said Aida 
Abboud, SFU student. 
As research got more 
extensive, however, truths 
became harsher and more 
cutthroat. “To be quite honest, 
the major reason why I don’t 
like movies is because I tend 
to dislike most movie buffs,” 
said Hendy. “I got sick and 
tired of people telling me that 
I couldn’t like Happy Gilmore. 
I would get cut down for my 
taste in movies. My favourite is 
Fast Times at Ridgemont High and 
people would take it personally. 
They would think my life was 
inadequate because I refused 
to see something that they were 
in love with. For example, I’m 
30-years-old and I’ve never 
seen the original Star Wars 
series. There are several of 
my friends who think there 
is something wrong with me, 
that I outright refuse to see. I 
haven’t encountered this sort 
of attitude with any other 
form of entertainment. Movie 
buffs are fanatics in the worst 
way possible; one step slightly 
above people who become 
fanatic about professional sports 
teams.” 
When asked about his 
indifference, Matthew Kinnear 
said, “Some of them become far 
too predictable and I could think 
of better plot lines. I like movies 
that take me to a whole other 
reality.” 
”I don’t think [movie lovers] 
like their lives very much. 
I’m assuming that people like 
movies for the same reason 
they like to watch TV or drink; 
they want something they can 
mindlessly enjoy. I don’t like 
that. I need to connect with my 
medium of entertainment,” said 
Hendy.
I get it. I would be mad too 
if people were judging me—
heck, I do get mad. Therefore, I 
sincerely apologize on behalf of 
all my aggressive counterparts. 
Still, it’s important to remember 
that people may give you a 
lot of sass for something that 
they’re passionate about, but 
you can’t say that they’re being 
100 per cent serious. I know 
I’ve opposed people on their 
particular movie tastes, but I 
never judged their character 
on it. It’s a personal taste. 
Maybe I’ll be less excited to 
talk about movies if you’re not 
dripping with excitement, but 
I’m sure we have other things 
in common. But there’s a lot 
of truth about that particular 
breed of enthusiasm which is 
only attached to movie buffs 
that Hendy mentioned. I had a 
girlfriend who dated some dud 
that wanted to watch movies 
every time she went over to 
see him. “Dating movie buffs is 
easier than a room full of them,” 
said Hendy. Regardless, I try 
not to be one of those annoying 
people. Like I mentioned earlier, 
different things resonate with 
different people.
After all of my research, I 
worried I hadn’t come to a set 
conclusion. Movies might not be 
enjoyable to people who can’t sit 
still, people who feel they have 
been snubbed by us movie buffs, 
or even those who take it upon 
themselves to snub the band 
of movie brothers and sisters. I 
guess there’s always a coalition 
somewhere. I could say that I 
sympathize with these aliens 
more than I did yesteryear, 
but no, the conclusion remains 
the same. In the movie world, 
there is—without a shadow of a 
doubt—something for each and 
every one of us. I’m not saying 
one should force themselves 
to take an interest, but please, 
movie-haters, make more of an 
effort before taking such radical 
positions!
Still from Orson Welles’ Citizen Kane, a popular film for movie buffs and film snobs.
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By Sonia Panesar, Contributor 
On March 5, Manchester United played against 
Real Madrid in a match highly-
anticipated by fans all around 
the world, with Cristiano 
Ronaldo playing against his 
former team—a team that 
helped nurture him into the 
player he is today. The match 
ended with the score 2–1, in 
favour of Real Madrid.
 But the game wasn’t a 
deserved loss, as both teams 
put out their best efforts in the 
first half, leaving the score at 
0–0, with Ronaldo having had 
a great shot at goal but missing. 
The fire began when Manchester 
United got a goal from Sergio 
Ramos at the 48th minute, 
which caused the crowd to burst 
with joy. Red fans were furious 
after Nani received a red card 
in the 57th minute—something 
that wasn’t deserved at all. 
Nani was attempting to stop 
the ball in mid-air with his leg, 
and from behind came Alvaro 
Arbeloa whose chest pounded 
into Nani’s leg. Without another 
thought, the referee pulled out 
the red card and waved it in the 
air, causing Manchester United’s 
manager Sir Alex Ferguson to 
furiously run from his seat to the 
sideline. The Reds tried talking 
to the referee, but his decision 
was final. 
The joy didn’t last for long 
as Real Madrid scored only 
moments after, and sending the 
pressure back onto Manchester 
United with a goal from Luka 
Modric at the 66th minute. 
Three minutes later, the majestic 
Ronaldo scored another goal 
with a post tap-in. Sir Alex 
Ferguson didn’t seem to be 
happy with this, calling for a 
substitute. In the 72nd minute, 
Robin Van Persie and Wayne 
Rooney worked close together, 
had a great opportunity for 
a goal, and then missed. The 
action continued as Carrick and 
Kaka received a booking each. 
Lopez made another great save 
from Giggs across from a short 
corner to Carrick; however, the 
header from the goalie saved 
Madrid.  In the 84th minute, 
there was a change: Anderson 
came up for Rooney with 
an attempt to strengthen the 
midfield 
United had quite a few 
shots at the goal, with two 
long corner kicks and Wayne 
Rooney’s very close attempt at 
goal in the very last minutes of 
the match. In overtime during 
the 90th minute, Van Persie had 
a great chance at goal. He had 
perfect aim, but Madrid’s keeper 
pushed it away and sent the ball 
aside. Madrid’s coach Mourinho 
decided to walk away before 
the ref blew the whistle while 
United didn’t seem to be happy 
with the results of the match, 
as they went towards the ref 
clapping in his face. However, 
Ferdinand decided to show 
some sportsmanship and shook 
the ref’s hand.
 In the post-match 
conference, Mourinho decided 
to say “the better team lost.” 
Ronaldo didn’t boast much 
about his goal, even though 
it meant something to him as 
he said, “it was an emotional 
moment. I can say only one 
word: unbelievable. The 
supporters made me feel so 
shy, so I think in the two games 
I didn’t play like I play all the 
time, at the same level. I feel 
happy because Madrid are 
through, but a bit sad because 
United are out.”
Real Madrid vs. Manchester United
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By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
Hockey may be the only sport where the role of 
the “tough guy” can have 
a significant impact on the 
intimidation factor against 
opposing teams. When you 
look at other sports, they just 
don’t have the same effect. In 
rugby and even football, it’s as 
if everyone gets tackled on the 
field. Even if there was a 7-foot-
10, 350-pound monster running 
at you full blast, it wouldn’t 
make that much of a difference 
since you’re still getting tackled 
regardless. In basketball, there 
isn’t much contact whatsoever, 
unless someone accidentally 
knocks into another player. 
The same goes in soccer. But 
when you watch the NHL, 
almost every team has those 
players in their lineup that are 
out there to defend the star 
players by hitting, fighting, 
swearing, spitting, biting, and 
even occasionally scoring. 
These fourth-line scrappers are 
out there to make sure no one 
messes with the Supermen of 
their team. It’s almost like the 
mafia: if someone messes with 
the boss, then they’ll take care 
of it. 
Don Cherry, the belligerent 
but somewhat loveable know-
it-all on CBC’s Coaches Corner 
stated that the Edmonton 
Oilers needed some tough 
guys on their team to protect 
their talented star players. Nail 
Yakupov, Taylor Hall, Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, Jordan Eberle, 
Justin Schultz, and Sam Gagner 
were the names of the talented 
players getting pushed around 
by bigger and tougher teams 
who dominate merely by having 
a physical presence. Several 
weeks later the Oilers traded for 
tough guy Mike Brown from the 
Toronto Maple Leafs to come in 
and be the type of player that 
they desperately need. Now 
the Oilers have at least some 
measure of “back up” for their 
scoring forwards.
The Vancouver Canucks 
have had a similar approach 
with their team this season with 
Zack Kassian having a Todd 
Bertuzzi-like presence—a power 
forward that is fast, strong, has 
good hands, and will hit and 
fight when he has too—Dale 
Weise being a gritty fourth-liner 
who provides a strong physical 
presence, and the newly-
acquired Tom Sestito from the 
Philadelphia Flyers who was 
involved in a fight in his first 
two games as a Canuck. With 
the three of them on a Canucks 
team that was easily pushed 
around in the 2011 Stanley Cup 
Finals against the Boston Bruins, 
opposing players are suddenly 
thinking twice when they skate 
around on the ice looking for the 
Sedin’s to hit. 
Hockey is the only team 
sport that I know of where two 
players can beat the crap out of 
each other, sit five minutes in 
the penalty box, and come back 
on the ice and play. It’s part of 
the game. Most of the time the 
two players scrapping with one 
another are both fourth-line 
players on their respective teams 
who are either trying to impress 
their coaches and teammates 
or trying to get some energy 
and life in the building. Rarely 
do the two guys actually fight 
because they want to hurt each 
other. This is most likely why 
fighting still remains in the 
sport. 
Take a look at the Boston 
Bruins. They have been gifted 
with physical players that are 
not only tough, but can score 
as well. A rare combination 
of the two types of players in 
one. Skating around the ice 
when 6-foot-9 Zdeno Chara 
is coming at you with all 255 
pounds of himself ready to 
slam you into the boards would 
inevitably change the way you 
play, whether you realize it or 
not. This is why these players 
constantly want to “set the tone” 
early in the game to make sure 
that no one ends up pushing 
around the star players. 
The simple way of defining 
the role of the tough guy is a 
player that will do whatever it 
takes to intimidate the players 
on the opposing teams. With 
only a limited amount of ice 
time, varying from three-to-
eight minutes per game these 
types of players are out there 
as security. They’re not even 
focused on scoring chances. 
They’re out there because 
they’re 6-foot-4, 220 pounds, 
and will drop the gloves to any 
toothless buffoon that’s willing 
to bout.
Teams and their tough guys
Hockey is the only team sport that I know of where two players 
can beat the crap out of each other, sit five minutes in the penalty 
box, and come back on the ice and play. It’s part of the game.
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By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
NFL players make ridiculous money. 
Quarterbacks generally make 
even more. And Super Bowl 
winning QB’s? Well, they 
make stupid money.
Joe Flacco was recently 
made the highest paid player 
in NFL history when the 
Baltimore Ravens handed 
him a $120.6-million deal over 
six years. $120.6 million. Joe 
Flacco. Are you kidding me? I 
could honestly rant about this 
overrated signal caller all day, 
but I’ll restrain myself for now. 
One fact to note though: 
Joe Flacco has never made the 
Pro Bowl.
Meanwhile, eight-time 
Pro Bowler Tom Brady just 
signed a three-year contract 
extension for a paltry $27 
million. This contract is just 
another testament to the 
character of Brady. How could 
you possibly not like this guy? 
Now he doesn’t only leave it 
all out on the field, he leaves 
a lot off of it too. Unselfish 
actions like Brady’s are what 
allows a team to be great. With 
that extra cash, the Pats can 
now go out and sign a few 
free agents or possibly retain 
receiving demon, Wes Welker. 
Of course, outside of a 
football context, it’s harder 
to understand why Brady’s 
contract is so praiseworthy. 
Sure, he’s settling for well 
below market value, but the 
man is still going to average $9 
million a season. Most people 
can’t get that much money 
even if they win the lottery. 
Adding to this is the fact 
that over the next five years 
the guaranteed portion of his 
contract is over $30 million. 
I’d be happy with just a cool 
million.
One more case of a crazy 
contract is the Dolphins 
locking up receiver Brian 
Hartline for the next five years 
for just under $31 million. 
While the fourth-year man 
out of Ohio State did put up 
over a decent season, $6.2 
per is a little excessive. Sure, 
the 26-year-old hauled in 74 
receptions for 1,083 yards, 
but 253 of those came in one 
game against the Cardinals. 
Subtract that one game from 
the equation and Hartline 
averaged just over 55 yards 
per game, which is less than 
teammate Davone Bess. Bess 
makes $2.63 million. As much 
as I understand that Miami 
wants young Ryan Tannehill 
to have a consistent receiver 
to develop with, they really 
overpaid on this one. For 
comparison’s sake, Roddy 
White brings home $5.5 
million. Unless Hartline starts 
making the Pro Bowl every 
year, this move will have 
Dolphins fans tearing their 
hair out for a long while.
Another receiver also 
got his big payday recently 
without having to test the free 
agent waters. Chiefs wideout 
Dwayne Bowe inked a five-
year $56-million deal, making 
him the third highest paid 
receiver in the NFL, eclipsing 
Vincent Jackson’s five-year 
$55.5-million deal last year. 
With the streaky Bowe getting 
that kind of dough, Mike 
Wallace has to be licking his 
chops. 
It’s going to rain money 
when free agency opens. 
Ridiculously stupid money .
Joe Flacco | Photo courtesy of Patrick Semansky/AP
Football Fever: Contracting money problems, stars get paid
Student Sports Snippets: 
What was your favourite Canucks moment?
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
Name: Kyrsten Downten, 
first-year creative writing 
student
“Probably my favourite 
moment was last year when 
one of the Dallas players 
[Vernon Fiddler] skated 
by and made fun of Kevin 
Bieksa... that was funny. And 
then [Alain Vigneault] started 
laughing and he couldn’t stop 
himself. Every time I see it, I 
just start laughing.”
Name: Ashley Melvin, 
third-year BPEC student
“When Luongo was in net for 
Team Canada and we won 
the gold medal.”
Sports.www.theotherpress.ca
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Whitecaps captain likely 
done for the season
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Eight minutes into the start of the Whitecaps’ season, 
Jay Demerit’s was all but over. 
The centre back suffered a 
ruptured Achilles tendon that 
will keep him out for six to 
eight months. 
The Caps have nothing 
to fear though. Much as the 
loss of your captain is never 
something to take lightly, there 
is some quality depth at the 
back this year that makes the 
injury easier to swallow. Brad 
Rusin, the hulking 6-foot-
4 26-year-old picked up in 
the offseason, stepped right 
in and looked good. Really 
good. With sound positional 
play and some solid tackling 
from Rusin, it seems like the 
club can put to rest any fears 
they may have had about 
finding Demerit’s replacement. 
Rusin looks more like an 
upgrade at this point anyway. 
Should the former Danish 
Superliga defender falter 
though, there’s still Honduran 
international Johnny Leverón 
and Trinidadian Carlyle 
Mitchell waiting in the wings. 
The good teams can take the 
lumps and bruises and just slot 
a new player into the lineup 
whenever necessary without 
skipping a beat. Under that 
definition, the Whitecaps just 
might be one of those “good 
teams” this year.
Taking a look at the rest 
of the team’s performance 
against Toronto, it would 
appear that the Caps have 
finally found another player 
who truly understands the 
game. Daigo Kobayashi is a 
master of passing and moving, 
a concept the majority of 
MLS players greatly struggle 
with. The most watchable 
moments from the TFC match 
were when Kobayashi and 
Y.P. Lee worked their way up 
the pitch together; it was the 
first glimpse of real soccer the 
Caps have ever shown. To 
emphasize the point, the pair 
were instrumental in setting 
up the only goal of the day.
First-round pick, Kekuta 
Manneh got the start on the 
wing but stunk up the joint. 
He’s fast, there’s no doubting 
that, but that’s where the 
positivity ends. He lost 
possession constantly, rarely 
contributed on defense, and 
couldn’t make a pass to save 
his life. However, seeing as 
it was his first professional 
game, he’ll get a mulligan for 
that one. Meanwhile, there’s 
a lot to like about the other 
first-rounder who found 
his way onto the pitch, Erik 
Hurtado. This guy is built like 
a tank. He made some good 
runs off the ball and showed 
some intensity in getting into 
a few tackles. If his first game 
is anything to judge him by, 
Hurtado looks like a keeper.
Nigel Reo-Coker made 
a quiet debut for Vancouver 
against Toronto. While he 
wasn’t spectacular by any 
means, he also didn’t make 
any major mistakes. He put 
in the sort of performance 
that won’t win you any 
games, but certainly won’t 
lose you any. In short, he was 
perfectly adequate. Of course, 
if the team wants to win any 
hardware this year, Reo-Coker 
will need to take his game 
to the next level, but in the 
meantime, he’s a serviceable 
option in the middle of the 
park.
Up front, Darren Mattocks 
and Kenny Miller were 
invisible for the most part. 
Mattocks just couldn’t get 
anything going, while Miller 
was about as useful as a 
pylon. He put no pressure on 
defenders, had zero effort, 
and was exceptionally poor 
on the ball. Many have Miller 
pegged to be the captain in 
Demerit’s stead and I honestly 
can’t think of a worse choice. 
You want your captain to be 
a leader on the pitch, both 
vocally and by example. I 
don’t know how much the 
lumbering Scot talks out there, 
but right now, he’s one of the 
weakest players in the lineup .
Jay DeMerit (right) | Photo couretsy of Steve Busch/PNG FILES
Demerit of an Achilles
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By Steven Cayer, Contributor
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCe8-1dbXZc
Conan O’Brien occasionally does a segment called “Clueless Gamer,” where he plays a brand-new video 
game and gives his own arbitrary review, complete with 
nonsensical rating systems and colourful commentary. 
Joining Conan for every segment is his partner-in-
gaming, Aaron Blair, who’s there in case Conan gets 
too overwhelmed or emotional. If you haven’t seen this 
segment before, this video will be the start of something 
new and hilarious. Enjoy!
Word deemed to be 
sexist becomes the 
latest target of BCHRC
By Aidan Mouellic, Contributor 
In an era where political correctness is woven into 
the social fabric of society, it’s 
common for complaints to 
be brought forth on a daily 
basis to the British Columbia 
Human Rights Committee 
(BCHRC)—what isn’t common 
though is having such a massive 
backlash over decisions made 
by the BCHRC. In the past, the 
Committee has banned blatantly 
racist and offensive words from 
being publically used and has 
usually been met with support, 
until now. The latest word on the 
cutting block: suitcase. 
The Committee has a policy 
of reviewing all words that have 
had at least two complaints 
filed against it, and the word 
suitcase has apparently received 
two complaints since the 
Committee’s founding in 1976. 
The complaints claim that the 
word suitcase is “too masculine” 
due to the ‘suit’ part of the 
word and that the word’s use 
is demeaning to women. Some 
members of the BCHRC made 
the point that many women 
also wear business suits and 
that the word suitcase is neither 
offensive nor gender-based, but 
the only female member of the 
committee retorted, saying that 
“women are forced into business 
suits by a male-dominated 
workforce” and that she hopes 
one day to be allowed to “wear 
a dress to work and not feel like 
she is dressing up as Hillary 
Clinton on a daily basis.”
The Human Rights 
Committee in BC consists of 
three members who review 
complaints and the member 
in favour of making the 
word suitcase illegal is the 
aforementioned female member. 
The decision to ban certain 
words is put to a vote, with the 
process being open to the public. 
British Columbians generally 
don’t pay much attention to the 
activities of the BCHRC and 
only five votes were cast: three 
from committee members and 
two from the complainants. The 
complainants won by one vote. 
Since the decision was 
made, the public outcry has been 
rising at an alarming rate. In a 
political poll done by Facebook, 
99.99 per cent of Canadians 
do not support banning the 
word suitcase, but 75 per cent 
of Canadians were in favour of 
banning the word “epic.” Alan 
Fields, a student at Douglas 
College, says that he sees 
nothing sexist about suitcases 
but cannot stand it when “the 
stupid fucking ‘epic parties’ 
I’m invited to on Facebook are 
always terrible and not epic.”
It seems that Canadians care 
more about false advertising 
than issues of potential sexism. 
The fine for businesses being 
caught selling ‘suitcases’ has 
been set at $550; the government 
is recommending the word 
choice used by business be 
changed to simply “case” or 
“clothing-bag.”
It seems that Canadians care more about false advertising than 
issues of potential sexism.
Human Rights Committee bans the word ‘suitcase’
My first St. Patrick’s Day of age
I’ve never been that much of a drinker. Maybe it’s 
because the legal drinking age where I’m from is 
__________. Or maybe it’s because I had an irrational 
fear when I was a child that drinking too young would 
give me premature __________ cancer and cause my 
__________ to fall off—my mother’s words, not mine. 
Whatever the reason, it doesn’t matter because this 
year, I was old enough to actually go to a bar to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. And what a day it was!
To start the day off, I had my first-ever double shot of __________ at __________, which may seem a bit early, but I didn’t think so. 
After my friends and I were feeling pretty __________, we made our way downtown to a bar called __________’s. Now, I don’t 
know a lot about bars, but that place was a dive! There were _______ shells all over the floor, the bartender didn’t even know how 
to make my favourite drink, a __________, and I even walked in on two people sniffing ________ off of the bathroom sink. 
Needless to say, we got out of there pretty __________.
Since it was St. Patrick’s Day, we decided to honour the Irish and spend the rest of our night at The __________ __________. The 
lineup to get in was pretty __________, but it was totally worth it! __________ were half priced, they had loads of green 
__________ on tap, and there was even a __________ cover band! We stayed until the bar closed, but the night still wasn’t over. 
My friend had the weirdest craving for __________ and so we tried to find him some, without much luck—after all, where are you 
going to find a place that sells __________ at 2 a.m.?
After that, a few of us decided to call it a night and got a cab back to my place—or at least we tried to. About halfway home, I 
started to feel sick and ended up puking __________ vomit all over the cab driver’s seat. He got so __________ and told us to get 
out. After we did, I threw a couple of __________ back into the cab and told him to keep the change.
Although my first St. Patrick’s Day at the bar was probably the __________ one I’ve had, it was also the best. I can’t wait for next 
year— I just hope that the next time I drink too much, my vomit is a healthy __________ like it should be.
(number)
(noun)
(nationality) (noun)
(Plural noun)
(plural of an alcoholic drink)
(adjective ending in -ly)
(adjective ending in -est)
(another colour)
(body part)
(type of alcohol)
(type of alcohol) (band/musician)
(unusual food)
(same unusual food)
(colour) (type of feeling)
(plural currency)
(adjective)
(adjective)
(male name)
(type of nut)
(time of day)
(another body part)
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